Twelve cases of chronic schistosomiasis japonica associated with other diseases were studied. All the patients have lived for a long time in an old endemic area of schistosomiasis in Ibaraki Prefecture, Honshu, and have never been overseas nor in other schistosomiasis areas in Japan. In the 8 cases shistosome eggs were found in the ectomized organs (stomach, duodenum, liver and gall bladder) surgically operated under another diagnosis. The remaining 4 cases were diagnosed radiologically at the time of their medical checkups. Specific findings in these cases, fish scale pattern of liver ultrasonography and furnicular calcification and high density streak in liver C.T. may be of great value as an early diagnostic procedure of chronic schistosomiasis. No schistosome eggs were found in the 12 stool specimens. The 6 of the 12 sera were tested for S. Japonicum egg antibodies and all were found to be negative. Symptoms and signs were much different in each patient depending on the basal diseases. There were 4 cases complicated with malignant tumors like gastric cancer or hepatoma. It is very difficult to judge the time they became infected and the hatchability of the eggs can be noted only by the pathological findings. The hatching tests of eggs in the rectal biopsy specimens may be done to observe their viability.
